
 

 

Forest Park PTA Meeting  
April 5, 2021 
Meeting Held via Zoom Conference 
 
Executive Committee Members Present: 
Melissa Morgan, Holly-Beth Willis, Brooke Hicks, Sarah Smart, Courtney Black, Mary Katherine 
Hastings, Betsy Blankenship, Amanda Groce, Julia Hamra 
 
Melissa called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m. She hoped everyone had a wonderful holiday 
weekend.   
 
We are celebrating today at school for a successful event with Art in the Park.  Emily Wineland 
has a family emergency and is unable to deliver popsicles this morning.  Melissa asked for a 
volunteer to help pick up popsicles to deliver to the school for the students this morning.  Swag 
bags and other items will be delivered to sponsors this week.  Thanks to the committee for all 
that they have done to make this event such a success.  A plaque will hang with all of the 
donors who contributed in the school.  
 
Melissa provided an update on behalf of Holly-Beth Willis for Hospitality.  There has been an 
announcement that Sam’s Club has given a $50,000 grant to the entire LRSD.  With this, every 
teacher in the entire district will be provided a special lunch.  Potbelly will be providing the 
lunches for the teachers.  Thank you to the Hamra Family for providing lunches.  Lunches will 
be delivered this Wednesday.  Thank you to Megan Irwin and Sarah Dodson for providing the 
“Happy Cart” this year for our teachers.  The Faculty and Staff meeting is today, thank you to 
the ladies who are providing snacks for the meeting.  Melissa will be in on this meeting this 
afternoon to announce the Teacher and Staff People of the year.  May 3-7th is Teacher 
Appreciation week, stay tuned for details.  
 
Sarah Smart: Budget - Sarah shared that we are on track for the end of the year.  She said she 
does not see a lot of expenses coming in through the end of the year.  She said that if you have 
any outstanding expenses to please reach out to get approval.  You can turn those in to either 
Sarah or Melssa.   
 
Brooke Hicks: Welcoming - Brooke said that they are very excited to welcome the incoming Pre-
K and K students next year.  We are planning a special celebration in the Orchard in the later 
part of May for incoming students.  Details to come.  If anyone is interested in helping, it is 
anticipated to be held on a Friday, we will need help with set up and tear down.  Please reach 
out to Brooke or Melissa if you are interested in volunteering.   
 
Monica Mullins: Yearbook - The deadline has been extended to order yearbooks.  There is now 
a competition for the class that orders the most yearbooks will receive a pizza party.  The 
runners up will receive a popsicle party.  Over the next few weeks, we will be asking for more 
photos of students; this is a great opportunity for your child to be in the yearbook.  Please be 
sure to order your yearbook today.   
 
Mrs. Ketcher: Principal’s Update - We will start the ACT Aspire testing for 3-5th grades next 
week, we are anticipating that the students will do very well on this.  Please remember that this 
is just a snapshot of students’ performance.  Our students are phenomenal in their success, we 
are excited for them to take this test and do their best.  We are always so thankful for our 
wonderful PTA and all that you are doing for the school.   
 



 

 

Kristen Taylor: Garden - The pickle sale is going on this week.  The deadline to order is this 
Thursday, pick up will be Saturday, April 17th.  We are delivering the bug kits for classes to 
raise the bugs in their classrooms today.  Close to Earth Day, the students will be able to 
release the insects into the garden.  Please be sure to order your pickles to that we can fund 
these kits for our students.  The students have voted what they would like to plant in the grade 
level boxes.  We will teach about companion planting, and what goes well together to plant.  
Please look for a sign up sheet to help care for the garden this Summer.  Those who sign up to 
volunteer can harvest the crops grown.  Our 5th Graders will be participating in a DNA activity, 
they will be extracting DNA from strawberries.  They will Zoom with a company in California.  
The 3-5th grades will be planting tomato seeds, some of which have been to outer space.  They 
will be observing and comparing the sprouting rate on seeds that have been on Earth and seeds 
that have been in space.  We are gearing up for Earth Day, which is the last week of April.  
Please donate any plastic soda bottles with the cap on.  That would be the 12-16 oz. size 
bottles.  We will be using these as planters for the students.  You can drop them off in a bin by 
the Pass the Plaid bin.   
 
Melissa provided a final look ahead for the year: 
 
- Mrs. Ketcher talked about the ACT Aspire.  Please make sure you know when your child’s 

test day is so they are well rested and well encouraged to do their best.  
- National Library Week starts today.  The PTA is sponsoring drawings for Bingo prizes.  Mrs. 

Graves is working hard on fun challenges and activities for the students.  If students get 3/4 
of their AR Goals then they receive an AR t-shirt for this year.  There will be fun activities 
going on in May.  Many thanks to Mrs. Graves for all of her hard work! 

- The Kiln is getting ready to be installed.  The electrical work will begin this week, and 
installation will soon follow.  Our goal is to have the work done by Friday, April 16th.   

- Thank you to Amanda Groce for helping to complete the Museum of Discovery Zoom field 
trips for each grade.  She has also finalized all of the teacher grants.   

- Thank you to Sarah Duke over building and grounds.  She has been busy doing Spring clean 
ups.  Spring planting will be coming up in the next couple of weeks.  If anyone is interested in 
helping, please contact Sarah.  

- Earth Day is coming up this month, please stay tuned for details.  
- Please remember to begin finalizing your budget and begin preparing paperwork for next 

year.  
- If you already know of your successor for next year, please begin to get your items ready for 

them. 
- Stay tuned for Teacher’s Lounge updates 
- We would like to have the May PTA meeting in the Orchard this year so that we can safely 

celebrate in person.  Mrs. Ketcher thought that was a great idea.  This will be presented as a 
celebration for all of us involved.   

- Please stay tuned for details regarding Cinco de Mayo 
- Lindsey Coon is working hard on activities for Bike to School week.  Be on the lookout for 

details 
- Teacher Appreciation week is coming up.  If anyone wants to volunteer to help out, please let 

Melissa or Holly-Beth know.  



 

 

- End of Year school ceremonies will look different this year. Mrs. Ketcher explained that each 
grade will have their own drive by parade.  As parents pull up, they will call the child by name 
and list their accomplishments.  Parents can decorate their cars in preparation for the parade.  
The teachers will have their promotion certificates at the parades.  This will be over Tuesday 
and Wednesday of the last week of school.  Mr. Higgenbotham is working on a presentation 
for the Fifth Graders for the Graduation ceremony as well.  The ceremonies will all happen, 
just in a different way.  Since Pre-K does have to sign their children in and out, they will sign 
out their children like they normally would.  Mrs. Ketcher will send out emails regarding all of 
the details.  

- Melissa added that Mollie Campbell came up with an idea during teacher appreciation week 
for the students to create artwork on sidewalk chalk for the teachers.  Mrs. Ketcher added 
that she will coordinate how the students could create sidewalk chalk art during their recess 
for their teachers.   

- Melissa announced that there was a vote from the executive board for teacher and staff 
person of the year.  Our teachers and staff have gone above and beyond for our children and 
given their all this entire year.  The runner up for teacher of the year is Mrs. Rankin.  Teacher 
of the year is Mrs. McRae.  She is an amazing example for a teacher who truly has the heart 
in what she is doing.  Mrs. McRae will receive a Visa gift card and some other surprises along 
with the honor.  The staff people of the year is a tie this year.  This year it is Ms. Rouse and 
Mr. Sabir.  They have both shown to be amazing assets to Forest Park.  Separately we are 
going to honor Nurse Pam for all of her enormous efforts with the COVID Pandemic and 
making our school a safe place this year.  Congratulations to all of the honorees.  Thank you 
also to all of the parents who have been so patient with teachers and staff this year.  

- Melissa announced that she was having a giveaway from Art in the Park to encourage 
bidders to contribute to the silent auction.  If a person bid at least one time during the online 
auction, they were automatically entered in a drawing for an original 8” x 10” Arden Boyce art 
piece.  Melissa drew the winner: Kami Coleman.  Congratulations to Kami.  

- Mollie Campbell had a question about Mrs. Richmond and Mrs. Pitcock and a virtual baby 
shower.  In the past the PTA has been able to have a small baby shower for teachers.  
Instead of a shower this year with the pandemic, the PTA gave Mrs. Richmond and Mrs. 
Pitcock each a $100 gift card to Target and a card.  We wish them well as they welcome their 
new babies.   

- Melissa brought up that if there is anything that any PTA member hears something that might 
have been overlooked, to please reach out and let her know.   

 
Melissa asked if anyone had any questions, which there were none.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 


