
 

 Forest Park PTA Meeting   

 February 5, 2018 

      
 Angie Johnson welcomed us to the meeting. 

 

She asked for last month's minutes to be approved. Anne Tedford approved. Sharon Denery 

seconded. 

 

 Budget   

 

Lesley Roberts said that the 5th grade trip expenses were basically changing by the minute. 

She also said that the communications budget appears off when you look at the numbers 

because of the booster club and yearbook sales. Overall we are in a great place with a net 

gain of over $41,000. 

 

Candy Grams 

 

Anna Kate Suffridge, a Forest Park student, told the meeting about how Candy Grams will 

work this year. Every student will get one from the Student Council. They .50 cents each. If a 

teacher wants to do their entire class, they can do so for $5.  

 

Principal’s Report 

 

Mrs. Ketcher said that one of the issues coming up for us is replacing our chrome books. We 

will need to decide whether to repair them or buy new ones. It would be about $100 per 

child. The PTA can possibly take out of education budget.  

 

She said they have repurchased Reflex Math for $5000. She talked about the current debate 

on whether children should continue to be taught cursive writing. She said that Forest Park 

will continue to do so. She also discussed the recess pilot program that we might apply to be 

a part of. She would like to hear from parents regarding their thoughts. Children would have 

60 minutes of recess each day. She did mention that there are certain mandates we must 

adhere to and there may not be enough minutes in one day to accomplish it all with added 

recesses. It might be possible and we could join the pilot program to try it. It would add two 

extra 20 minute recesses a day. We have to take into consideration traveling time to the 



bathroom, etc. and figure out where we will pull minutes from. She would like to set up a 

survey monkey to hear what parents think. She also added that we actually do have an extra 

recess in the morning beginning at 7:30 with supervised time on the playground. We also 

might not be selected for the program. 

 

Angie mentioned that she has gotten a lot of emails about the recess pilot program and 

obviously there are logistics to think about. She also mentioned that on the handwriting 

issue, if children never learn to write in cursive, how will they know how to read it. 

 

Party for the Park 

 

Amy O’Connor said that the event will be February 23rd and that flyers are going home in 

backpacks this week. Bridget Garcia did them and they look great. It is a casual event with a 

Mardi Gras theme. There will be parties to sign up for, a live auction for a Breckenridge 

condo, a wine pull, and a pizza party raffle. Tickets for that are $1 and if the student wins, 

they win a pizza party for their whole class. There is also a website www.partyforthepark.com 

where people can view parties and buy tickets. They still need wine for the wine pull and still 

need to sell more tickets for the event. There will be a band and the dress is casual.  

 

Angie asked everyone to text their friends to remind them to buy tickets. Anne Tedford said 

you can write friends down for parties even if they are not present. 

 

Nominating Committee 

 

Angie asked everyone in the room to write down three names for the nominating committee 

who will elect the next President Elect, Treasurer Elect and Secretary. Green slips of paper 

were passed out and tabulated by Lesley Roberts. 

 

Little Rockers 

 

Kerry Guice said that the marathon is one month away and the deadline for signing up is 

2/15. On February 12th at 4pm, participants are invited to do a mile over a bridge downtown. 

Coach Smith is helping to track miles. Kerry has tracking forms if anyone needs one. 

 

Grandparents Day 

 

Leigh Ann Raper said that we are doing Grandparents Day again with Heights Taco and 

http://www.partyforthepark.com/


Tamale. She wants everyone to make sure that when you order you specify which day you are 

coming. It will be March 1st and 2nd. We will need volunteers. There were some children who 

were upset last year that they didn’t have a grandparent attend so this year we will have 

some floaters going around to sit with children who would like someone to eat with. 

 

Spirit Shop 

 

Kristen Saffa said there wasn’t much to report other than the new shirt that was added 

recently. 

 

LRSD Food Drive 

 

Angie said we are collecting cereal boxes through Thursday. She will gather them and deliver. 

If Mr. Poore fills his office with donations, he will work from the roof of a school. 

 

Carpool logistics 

 

Angie said that there have been some issues with parking in the morning and some 

adjustments are being made. The spaces in front of the recently paved garage will be for the 

president and treasurer. Given the need for pre k parking, Angie’s spot will be auctioned off 

in a raffle so there will be one additional spot for pre k. She also encouraged everyone to 

drop off on the sides of the school in the morning and not in front of the school. 

 

Box Tops 

 

Angie said Crystal has done a great job. The due date is 2/23. 

 

Lesley brought the nominating committee results to Angie. Angie said the committee will be 

Julia Crow, Sharon Denery, Anne Tedford, Beth Porter, and Amy O’Connor.  

 

Angie concluded the meeting.  
 


