
 

 

Forest Park Executive Committee Meeting 
May 17, 2021 
Meeting Held in the Forest Park Orchard 
Video Conferencing Held via Zoom 
 
Executive Committee Members Present: 
Melissa Morgan 
Holly-Beth Willis 
Amanda Groce 
Julia Hamra 
Betsy Blankenship 
Sarah Smart 
Kristin Saffa 
Sarah Duke 
Mollie Campbell 
Mary Katherine Hastings  
 
Melissa called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Melissa welcomed everyone to the first in-person meeting this year.   
 
Mary Katherine Hastings made a motion to approve the minutes from the April PTA Meeting.  
Holly-Beth Willis motioned to approve, and Kristin Saffa seconded the motion.  The minutes 
were approved.   
 
Sarah Smart updated everyone on the budget.  She explained that if anyone had put in a 
request for a reimbursement that she has the checks.  If there are any outstanding 
reimbursements, please make sure to turn those in as soon as possible.  The final numbers will 
determine how many desks that the PTA can purchase for the next school year.   
 
Holly-Beth thanked everyone that helped, although the school was forced to go virtual that 
week, the teachers still felt appreciated with decorations around the building and lunch provided 
every day.  Teachers enjoyed Tazikis, Olive Garden, Scallions, Cantina Laredo, and US Pizza.  
Thank you to Gerritt Whitaker for providing the balloon arch.  Holly-Beth wanted to thank her 
committee for a wonderful year this year.   
 
Melissa added that the teachers were very appreciative and have been all year long for 
everything.  They have taken their time whole heartedly to thank the PTA for all of the hard 
work.   
 
Melissa spoke on behalf of Monica Mullins for the yearbook.  The yearbook will not be printed 
until this summer, but the PTA will be in touch with families when it is time to pick up.  
 
Kristen Taylor provided an update for the Garden.  Summer volunteers are needed for the 
garden.  Students have planted grade level gardens this year, including a “pizza garden”, “salsa 
garden” among others.  Please sign up for the grade level of your child.  Shifts are two week 
periods this summer, and volunteers are able to harvest any crops.  There is no gardening 
experience needed.  If anyone is interested, the sign up is listed on the e-blast.  There are only 
a couple of spots left for the Garden Summer Camps.  It is going to be a mix of gardening and 
art with Ms. Langley.  Limit to 10 students.  There is one last farmer’s market this Saturday.  If 
anyone has any leftover pickle jars from previous sales, please bring them back to school to 



 

 

reuse.  If anyone has any contacts with local farms, please let Kristen know as we are searching 
to find partnerships for fresh produce in the school.  Additionally there are 6 new chicks that will 
be at the garden beginning this summer, as well as a new vertical garden.  Composting will 
begin next year hopefully through the Little Rock Urban Garden.  If anyone has any questions 
please contact Kristen.   
 
Amanda Groce gave an update on Education.  The teacher grants have all been fulfilled.  The 
3rd Grade students will have their virtual Museum of Discovery Field Trip this week, finishing up 
all of the grades for the year.  Overall, the virtual field trips have been successful for both in 
person and virtual families.   
 
Melissa gave an update on behalf of Laura Beth Vogel for the Spirit Shop and Pass the Plaid.  
This Friday, the Spirit Shop and Pass the Plaid will be open for Kindergarten and Pre-K Round 
Ups.  If anyone is interested in donating to Pass the Plaid, please leave your donations in the 
marked bin by the front door.  Also, families are all invited to shop the Spirit Shop this Friday.  
 
Sarah Duke provided an update on Building and Grounds.  She said that the planting has all 
been completed around the campus.  The fence and sidewalk have both been fixed.  There will 
be a few more “clean up” days around the school this summer, be sure to check emails 
regarding this.  The Teacher Lounge is almost finished with the refresh and necessary updates. 
Mrs. Rankin is retiring this year, she has dedicated her whole heart and soul to this school.  Her 
class has raised money to donate a plaque in her honor for the teacher’s lounge.   
 
Melissa spoke on behalf of Brooke Hicks for the Kindergarten and Pre-K Round ups.  The 
events will be held this Friday in the Orchard and Garden, keeping in mind social distancing 
practices.  In case of rain, the event will be moved to a Zoom conference.  Please be sure to 
reach out to any incoming families that might have questions or concerns.    
 
Megan Irwin updated on Field Day.  Due to parents not being able to help at school this year, 
they have decided to do “Field Day Bags” that include silly string, candy, a Forest Park bracelet, 
etc.  Teachers will distribute this to the students during their recess.  They will have a silly string 
fight during recess.  Virtual students will get to pick up their bags on Monday to have at home.  
There will be balloons, and light up letters that say “We Love Forest Park” in front of school.  
These will be up all week for everyone to enjoy.   
 
Melissa welcomed Mrs. Ketcher on her first day back to school since her leave.  Mrs. Ketcher 
was humbled by all of the kind donations and meals provided by Forest Park families.  Many 
thanks to everyone that  has reached out during this difficult time.  She is excited to get back 
and be with her Forest Park Family.  She added that we have triumphed this year thanks to the 
students, faculty, and families at this wonderful school.  She wished everyone a great Summer.  
 
Melissa added that the school raised over $2,500 in donations in memory of Mr. Ketcher that 
will go to Alzheimer’s Arkansas and St. Andrew’s Anglican Church.  Families were also able to 
provide 3 weeks of meals for Mrs. Ketcher and her family.   
 
Melissa spoke about graduations. Please consult the e-blast on your child’s time for their 
promotion ceremony.  Please also be mindful not to line up too early so that this does not cause 
a traffic back up.  Bus riders will still be able to ride home these days, and CARE is also 
provided after school as well.   
Fifth Graders, if your child is going to Pulaski Heights Middle School, Tuesday night there is a 
meet and greet meeting in the covered deck off of the cafeteria at 6 p.m. Wednesday is a Free 



 

 

Dress day for students to dress up and have their black and white picture taken with Joel’s 
photography.  Thursday is a Spirit Day.  Friday is Kindergarten and Pre-K Round Up.  Saturday 
is the last Garden Farmer’s Market.  Next Monday is Field Day, Tuesday is 5th Grade 
Graduation, and Wednesday is the last day of school and Promotion ceremonies.  Please 
remember that students can wear their “Class of” t-shirt or coordinating class color on Field Day.  
Tuesday and Wednesday will be uniform days.   
 
Fifth Graders please remember to turn in your project for the yearbook.   
 
Chrome Books need to be turned in by this Friday, May 21st between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Instructions can be found on the e-blast for returning Chrome Books.   
 
Melissa thanked everyone for a wonderful year.  She thanked the Executive Committee for all of 
their support and hard work this school year.  This year has been a very different year, and she 
is very thankful for such a strong team to get us through this year.  It has been a wonderful year 
despite the many challenges.   
 
Melissa welcomed Kristen Saffa, the PTA Present Elect for the 2021-2022 school year.   
 
On behalf of the PTA, Kristen Saffa thanked Melissa and Sarah for all of their tremendous work 
this year.  She presented each of them with a gift, and announced that a mural will be painted in 
the garden in honor of their service.   
 
Kristen also thanked everyone that said “yes” to serve on next year’s Executive Committee. 
Megan Irwin - President Elect, Betsy Blankenship - Treasurer, Susie Marshall - Treasurer Elect, 
Kami Coleman - Secretary, Mollie Campbell - Outreach, Courtney Black - Communications, 
Julia Hamra - Education, Ann Marie Gray - Hospitality, Leigh Ann Raper - Welcoming, Sarah 
Duke - Building and Grounds.   
 
Kristen made a motion to approve the incoming executive committee. Courtney Black voted to 
approve, and Julia Hamra seconded the motion.   
 
Betsy Blankenship, incoming Treasurer, provided a projection of the 2021-2022 budget. She 
explained that overall they based it on the 2019-2020 budget since this past year was so 
different.  They have allocated more money for the Garden and technology.  The numbers 
represent a projection based on the 2019 actual numbers. Kristen went on to explain further that 
some of the funds have been allocated to different areas with the question of whether or not 
there will be Foreign Language next year.  This is due to the closed campus. If anyone is 
interested in looking over the budget please reach out to Betsy or Kristen.   
 
Kristen made a motion to approve the 2021-2022 budget.  Mary Kathryn Nelson voted to 
approve, and Mary Katherine Hastings seconded.   
 
Kristen adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m. 
 
 


