
 

 

Forest Park PTA Meeting  
February 1, 2021 
Meeting Held via Zoom Conference 
 
Executive Committee Members Present: 
Melissa Morgan, Holly-Beth Willis, Brooke Hicks, Sarah Smart, Courtney Black, Mary Katherine 
Hastings, Betsy Blankenship, Amanda Groce, Julia Hamra 
 
Other PTA Members Present:  
Kristen Saffa, Leigh-Ann Raper, Mollie Campbell, Monica Mullins, Emily Wineland, Teresa 
Ketcher 
 
Melissa Morgan called the meeting to order at 8:02 am.  She welcomed everyone to the 
meeting this morning.   
 
Mary Katherine Hastings voted to approve the minutes of the meeting.  Courtney Black voted 
to approve and Brooke Hicks seconded the vote.   
 
Melissa explained that there had been a recent change in leadership with the current climate 
and what is going on with their family due to the COVID pandemic.  Mollie Campbell is such a 
planner and always strives to give the best of her ability.  She is homeschooling her children this 
year, which has been a huge undertaking.  Mollie has decided to step down as incoming 
President of the PTA for the 2021-2022 school year.  Melissa wanted to thank Mollie for all of 
her dedictaion.  This is not a “goodbye” it is a “see you later” and we will see her in other 
capacities volunteering for our school.  Melissa sought advice from the bylaws and the state 
PTA advisors on the next steps.  Due to the quick turnaround, the executive board and Mrs. 
Ketcher have met to find the right person to come in and serve.  After the research, Melissa 
consulted Mollie on the potential next steps.  With all of that being said, we have voted in the 
next President to be Kristen Saffa. She served as treasurer last year and has been an 
amazingly dedicated volunteer to the school.  Congratulations to Kristen and thank you Mollie 
for everything you continue to do for the school.   
 
Mollie Campbell appreciated the kind words from everyone.  She went on to say that she loves 
Forest Park and her dedication will not change.  She is proud to continue to be a part of it in a 
different way. 
 
Kristen Saffa thanked everyone for the opportunity.  She said that she admires Mollie’s brave 
decision to step down and realize that it was too much.  I am very excited to begin planning for 
next year.  She is hoping for a different year ahead with the pandemic and looking forward to 
the opportunity.   
 
Teresa Ketcher gave an update from inside the school.  Happy February to everyone, each 
class will be doing a presentation on Zoom for Black History Month to the rest of the school, 
which is very exciting.  Parent teacher conferences are coming up and will be held via Zoom.  
Please be reminded that you will get an invite for your conference.  MAP testing has been going 
on, this is used to see the next steps that need to be taken in the classroom.  Please note that 
on the MAP report, if it says “did not grow” please keep in mind to look on the percentage 
growth, this is simply a snapshot of the information.  The students are looking forward to the 
Valentine’s Day celebration coming up.  Many thanks to the PTA for all of the support.   
 



 

 

Melissa announced that Cantina Laredo is holding a fundraiser for Forest Park tonight.  She 
reminded everyone to please show up and get your orders in.  The staff at Cantina Laredo are 
prepared and excited for this evening.  Many thanks to Denver Peacock for making this 
partnership happen for the school.  This is a partnership with the school, and will continue 
throughout the Spring.  There will be Forest Park Margaritas for $5, and Forest Park table side 
guacamole.  The proceeds will go towards teacher grants.  Each year the PTA has $4,000 
allowed for teacher grants.  Typically there are 2 or 3 that get involved, however with COVID 
there have been so many needs.  Just about every grade has submitted a request this year, 
therefore the funds are greater.  The proceeds will go to support this need.  Orders can be 
placed online or for dine in.   
 
Sarah Smart gave an update on the budget.  She provided a detailed update for the Exec 
committee.  She does not have a way to send to all of the members, but if anyone has any 
questions please email and she will be happy to send the details.  Currently there is a net 
income of $52,000, which is ahead of budget.  There are 12 to 13 teachers that have taken 
advantage of the supply budget.  Everything is looking good at this point.   
 
Monica Mullins gave an update on the yearbook.  The deadline will be coming up in a few 
weeks for ordering yearbooks, please get orders in.  The ad sale deadline has been extended 
for two more weeks to get any additional ads in.  Parents can look at the link on the PTA email 
each week for photos, so it is important to submit those photos.  Normally there is a 5th grade 
tribute, however since the campus is closed please submit photos of your 5th graders for the 
tribute.   
 
Leigh-Anne Raper gave an update on Valentine’s Day parties.  The Valentine’s Parties will 
continue this year, but because of COVID, if your child wants to distribute treats to the class, 
they must be delivered to the child’s class by THIS THURSDAY.  Any candy or treat must be 
store bought.  The students will not be making Valentine boxes this year, instead students will 
decorate sacks at school.  The parties will be kept simple for the teachers and will be delivered 
in a “Party in a Box” form for each classroom.  Many thanks to the room moms for all of the hard 
work in going above and beyond for their classrooms.   
 
Melissa gave an announcement on behalf of Sarah Duke on building and grounds.  Sarah is 
planning on doing a clean up this Saturday or Sunday depending on the weather.  There is a 
need for volunteers who are available to come help clean up the campus.  Stay tuned for more 
information depending on the weather.   
 
 
Holly-Beth Willis provided an update on hospitality.  A sign up was sent out for the monthly 
teacher meeting.  Thank you to everyone who signed up.  The committee has been trying to 
show a lot of appreciation to the Pace Family and Kavanaugh Pharmacy for their dedication to 
getting our teachers vaccinated.  Monthly “happys” are continuing this month, stay tuned for 
details on that.  May 3-7 is Teacher Appreciation, if anyone has ideas for that please contact 
Holly-Beth or Ann Marie Gray.   
 
Emily Wineland is chairing Art in the Park this year and is doing a wonderful job fundraising.  
She has had to think outside of the box for the event this year.  Emily provided an update on the 
planning progress.  Emily wanted to thank her committee and Melissa for the support.  One of 
the first “wins” for Art in the Park came from the Heights Neighborhood Association for $500.  
The committee has transitioned to the week before Spring Break holding an online auction.  
There is a week in Colorado, commissioned art pieces, Arkansas Arts Center classes.  



 

 

Corporate Sponsorships are available.  There are three types of Sponsorships available: $125, 
$250.  Funds raised with go towards the Art department and Ms. Langley, who needs to repair 
the kiln; to finish off any teacher grants that need to be completed; and the third is to purchase 
new desks for the school.  The price for a desk is around $250.  For sponsors, a simple “swag 
bag” will be provided.  Thank you to everyone for the support.   
 
Mrs. Ketcher added the school spends a lot of funds on technology and licensing for Reflex 
Math, Lexia, and Accelerated Reader, among others.  There is a need for new desks in the 
classrooms, as these desks are showing signs of age.   
 
Melissa is working with Mrs. Graves and Amanda Groce on her specific needs.  They are also 
identifying the needs of all grant requests. If anyone has contacts for corporate sponsors please 
let Emily or Melissa know.   
 
Melissa made announcements in new business: 
 
Spirit Shop and Pass the Plaid have changed slightly.  An event is in the works to see what will 
be the safest option.  If anyone wants to shop Pass the Plaid please contact Sayward Smith or 
Beth Blackshaw. 
 
There are new designs for t-shirts for Spring on the website in the Spirit Shop.  Please contact 
Laura Beth Vogel for questions.   
 
The 5th graders will go to Space Camp May 13-15.  The PTA has been working closely with 
Space Camp representatives.  Ashley East and Mary Margaret Wippo have been working hard 
towards this as well.  There will not be any chartered busses for transportation this year due to 
COVID.  Please notify teachers or Melissa today if you are interested in being a chaperone.   
 
Moving forward to Spring 2021, Amanda Groce is working on finishing up Zoom field trips with 
the Museum of Discovery.  Field Day normally takes place in May, and we will work on options 
for holding the event if able.  Fifth Grade graduation will look different, but will be held this year.  
Grandparent’s Day is a question this year.  If anyone has insight on holding a safe 
Grandparent’s Day, please reach out to Melissa on any ideas.  Garden will come back into play 
in March.  Earth Day Go Green is in April.  Pre-K and Kindergarten round ups will be held via 
zoom this year.  Bike to School Day details will be coming soon. Jennifer Ferguson is doing a 
great job with the Little Rock PTA council, many thanks to her for her representation.   
 
New Business, the new nominating committee:  We have so many wonderful leaders in the 
school.  If you are a voting PTA member, please email at forestparkptapresident@yahoo.com a 
list of 3 names.  This committee will select a slate of the next leadership.   
 
Melissa thanked everyone for their time and please remember Cantina Laredo night tonight.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:04 a.m.  


