
Forest Park PTA Meeting
December 7, 2020
Meeting Held Via Zoom

Executive Committee Members Present:
Melissa Morgan
Brooke Hicks
Holly-Beth Willis
Sarah Smart
Mary Katherine Hastings

Melissa Morgan called the meeting called to order at 8:02 a.m. 

Welcome - Melissa Morgan - We have had a busy year, and it does feel good to have survived 
what all we have this semester.  We have lots going on in the next couple of week as well as 
some changes in the next semester that we will go over.  

Sarah Smart - Budget - generally speaking, we are a little bit behind where we were in 
previous years.  We have nailed it down to a few thousand dollars difference.  we still have 
money coming in from Fund Run and the Wrapping Paper sales.  Once we get all that in it 
should look pretty good for this year.  We have not had Southern Supper and Pumpkins in the 
Park that might have made a difference, but nothing significant.  Thank you all for everyone who 
went above and beyond to set us up for a good year. If anyone wants to see numbers please let 
us know and we can send you financials. 

Holly-Beth Willis - Hospitality - Our committee has been doing such a good job trying to make 
the staff feel supported.  Megan Irwin and Sarah Dodson headed up the Happy Cart last week.  
Today, Julia Crow has spearheaded refreshments for the faculty meeting.  Next Tuesday, 
December 15th,  we would normally have our Faculty luncheon.  Instead of having it at 
someone’s home, we are going to have it catered at school, and will have a gift for each 
teacher.  We will regroup in January to work for the Spring.  If anyone has any ideas for our 
teachers please let me know, we are always looking for volunteers as well.  

Brooke Hicks - Welcoming - We held open house and it did very well.  Open enrollment is until 
this coming Friday.  If you could remind your friends that this is their week to sign up in the 
LRSD for Pre-K or Kindergarten.  Even if their child is in Pre-K they do need to register their 
child again for Kindergarten.  If you have any questions, please feel free to let me know. 

Teacher and Staff Donations - Leigh Anne Raper (via Melissa Morgan) - We have had 
several people reaching out wanting to donate to staff members.  We set something up where 
each of the room moms are assigned a staff member to support as well.  As we are going into 
the holiday season, this is an opportunity to reach out and make a donation if you would like to.  
Please contact Leigh Anne Raper, email is linked in the e-blast.  Room moms, the holiday 
parties are coming up, please remember the kits that you are putting together for the classroom 
parties.  Thank you for your hard work.  

Mrs. Ketcher - Principal’s Update - Our students are working hard and we are all achieving 
together.  We continue on just doing the best we can.  We have continued to have every single 
program we have had, we have just had to modify how we do it.  The 3rd grade will have their 



program on Thursday afternoon via zoom.  Next Friday we will have our holiday parties.  We are 
asking that no one record or take pictures during the Zoom due to privacy.  We have 3 
Christmas trees in the building, and the children love it.  The whole school will be making chains 
in Math to decorate the tree.  I am very thankful every day to come to Forest Park and work for 
this amazing faculty and students.  We are so grateful and are here for you and these children 
every day.  I wish everyone a Happy Holidays.  

Melissa Morgan - Spring Events - We had originally moved Pumpkins in the park to the 
Spring, however due to the current climate, our executive board met and we have decided to 
put a pause on the event.  We will not have an event like we have in the past, so we are going 
to work on different ways to accomplish that.  As we come back from school, we will have virtual 
Fridays.  Please make sure you have signed all of the forms that Ms. Graves needs that will 
prepare you for every Friday.  I have also talked to Ms. Ketcher, and spirit days will be moved to 
Thursday, uniforms will be worn on Friday.  Emily Wineland is working so hard on Art in the Park 
this year.  She and her committee have come up with a fabulous virtual event.  As we come 
back from the holidays, we will hear more details on the event.  We will be partnering with 
Potbelly and Cantina Laredo after the first of the year to host fundraising events.  This will help 
us to replace funds that would have been raised at Southern Supper.  Please be on the lookout 
for that after the first of the year.  We will have a modified version of Grandparents’ Day.  We 
also have Bike to School Day, 5th Grade Graduation, and Field Day.  We will see how the 
pandemic will be in the Spring before we begin planning these events.  

Melissa Morgan - Important Dates to Remember -  Please remember to turn in your VIPs 
hours to Heather Schmeigelow.  It is important to turn those in to show our volunteer hours.  
Holiday Parties will be held December 18th.  We will have a Winter clean up day scheduled.  If 
you are interested please reach out to Sarah Duke.  Winter break begins December 18th.  

Thank you everyone for your time today, for everything you continue to do.  We appreciate 
every effort.  Have a great week and have a Merry Christmas.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:29 a.m.


