
Forest Park PTA Meeting  
October 5, 2020, 8:00 a.m. 
Meeting held via Zoom 
 
Executive Board Members Present for meeting: 
 Melissa Morgan - President 
 Sarah Smart - Treasurer 
 Mollie Campbell - President-Elect 
 Betsy Blankenship - Treasurer-Elect 
 Mary Katherine Hastings - Secretary   
 Julia Hamra - Outreach 
 Amanda Groce - Education 
 Brooke Hicks - Recruitment 
 Sarah Duke - Buildings/ Grounds/ Grants 
Special Meeting Attendees: 
 Michael Poore, Superintendent 
 Darian Smith, Deputy Superintendent 
 Jeremy Owon, Elementary School/Educational Services Executive Director 
 Theresa Ketcher, Principal 
 
Melissa called the meeting called to order 8 a.m. 
 
 
Melissa: 4th and 5th graders have raised over $6,000 for Space Camp, which surpasses the fundraising 
efforts from last year.  The students are ready to go if Space Camp takes place for the 5th graders.  We are 
proud of the families for doing everything they can to surpass the goal right at the beginning of the school 
year.  If they do not get to go then they will use the funds for another plan in the Spring.  
 
Melissa welcomed Mr. Mike Poore.  
 
Mr. Poore: Thank you to everyone, grateful for all that you are doing.  When you look at everything we 
have had a great start to the year.  Mr. Jason Finney is one of five teachers in the state awarded with the 
Bessie B. Moore Award.  This award honors teachers who successfully developed outstanding economic 
and personal finance classroom projects.  
 
The virtual and in person learning together is a challenge, but we are doing the right thing to offer both 
options.  We are continuing to do everything we can to support families that need in person and virtual 
options.  Teachers are remaining positive and saying that they have everything under control, however 
they are overwhelmed. This is a reality for these teachers, and anything we can do to provide gratitude 
and assistance to them goes a long way. This week we will start an early release day every Wednesday to 
help our teachers to provide them some additional time.   
 
Mr. Poore introduced Darian Smith for remarks.  
 
Mr. Smith:  We went out to visit teachers last week, and the teachers are pleased that we are listening to 
them with the early release day.  We have the goal of supporting these teachers and help them to continue 
to do the job they are doing each day.   
 
Mr. Poore introduced Jeremy Owon for remarks.  
 



Mr. Owon: Thank you all for the feedback on how we can support our staff and teachers.  It was a 
pleasure seeing the “happy cart” being put together when we visited the school on friday.  Students and 
Parents have access to teachers from 4 to 7 pm via zoom.  Students can log in to receive academic support 
and Schoology support during this time during the week.  We will continue to provide technology 
support.  The goal it to have all students have access to technology.  1100 chrome books are being 
delivered this week.  We will continue to provide additional information on virtual days.  Please 
understand that the decision to make the early release day on Wednesday was in consideration for 
teachers to prepare for both in person and virtual teachers.  We will continue to provide attritional updates 
on how better we can support everyone.  The ready for learning plan continues to be updated, all 
information is available on the website.  
 
Poore: We have not only a big election this year, but there are two candidates running for school board in 
November.  Please make sure to take time to understand who the candidates are and understand their 
vision for education.  We have 9 new board members joining this year.  We also have a ballot question as 
well: to have an extension of our debt service.  Now that the interest rates are even lower, school districts 
can go in to extend the debt.  It would initially generate $220-$240 million.  That is an extra $70 million 
for improvements to buildings.  Ventilation systems, technology improvements, and LED lighting are all 
examples of upgrade projects.  Also individual campuses need special attention.  Mrs. Ketcher and Mrs. 
Morgan will receive the “just the facts” sheet that will be shared so that parents can educate themselves 
before the election.  If anyone has any questions as always please email your questions or concerns.   
 
Melissa Morgan: I encourage you to look closely at all of the facts, and know that this is a big 
opportunity.  
 
Mr. Poore: In the past, funds have been used to build the new Southwest High campus, Pinnacle View 
Middle.  The local board will prioritize We also use local companies that will create a 1.8 multiplier into 
the community.   
 
Melissa thanked Mr. Poore, Mr. Owoh, and Mr. Smith for taking the time to attend today’s 
meeting, and for all of their work for the school district.  
 
Melissa introduced Mrs. Ketcher for remarks. 
 
Mrs. Ketcher: Thanks to Mr. Poore and others for attending today’s meeting.  We are happy to provide 
our teachers with additional time to plan on Wednesday afternoons the rest of this semester. The teachers 
have about 3 hours a week to prepare, so a lot of prep work is done on evenings and weekends.  This early 
release will help give the teachers more time and support that they greatly need.  We greatly appreciate 
the support of parents each day.  The NWEA Map Testing was completed with students.  This assessment 
allows teachers to determine the needs of every student. Thank you for all of you do for us.  
 
Mary Katherine Hastings - Approval of Minutes  
Laura Beth Vogel voted to approve minutes from September’s PTA meeting , and Brooke Hicks seconded 
the motion.   
 
Sarah Smart - Budget: Reports were run to compare the budget from last year.  We are expected to be a 
little behind last year, mainly due to Pumpkins in the Park.  The Spirit Shop is doing well this year, the 
costs are down quite a bit since we have inventory already.  The garden is doing well with budget.  Our 
costs are higher than they have been in the past.  Two areas that are higher than usual: garden and 
hospitality.  The board has approved more funds to help Kristen Taylor with the outdoor classrooms.  The 
board also approved allocating more funds to support our teachers this year.  Please remember to pay your 
dues and sign up to be a PTA member. We submit $3.25 back to the state PTA from each membership, 



the rest of the funds go back to the school.  Planning on catching up to where we need to be throughout 
the year.  If anyone would like a copy of the budget and you are a PTA member, please email Melissa or 
Sarah for a copy.  This is always accessible to members.  If you haven't paid the PTA dollars please do so 
today.  If you would like to make a direct donation, you can do so via the website.   
 
Brooke Hicks - Welcoming: Starting today we have the LRSD Check Us Out Days.  It is for any grade 
but primary focus for Pre-K and K families.  We have a lot of great information for prospective families.  
We are excited this year to be able to offer tours through Zoom.  If you do have anyone that might be 
interested, please reach out to Brooke or Melissa with the student information.  We will then in turn 
provide them an invitation to the virtual open house in November.  Please contact Brooke at: 501-231-
3511 a.brooke.hicks@outlook.com.  
 
Lindsay Coon - Walk and Bike to School Days: Everything is different this year and we are adapting to 
those changes.  We are going to have “Walk Day Bingo”  Cards were sent out over the weekend.  
Students have until Thursday to complete the card.  As your student accomplishes something, they mark a 
spot on their card.  Prizes will be available for students that complete their cards.  We are hoping for an 
official Bike to School day in the Spring.  The Bingo cards can be sent to Melissa or Lindsey by Thursday 
via email.   
 
Stephanie Bynum - Fun Run: We have rethought Fun Run for this year.  It is going to be called the 
Reading Rangers Fun(d) Run.  Packets will be sent home next week with all information.  We are 
pledging to read one minute for every dollar earned.  In the 2 weeks that we will be holding the event, we 
will have different fun activities for the students.  A reading log will be included in the packet so that 
students can keep track.  A kindle fire will be the top prize for fundraising.  Other incentives are 
classroom parties, Sonic gift cards, etc.  D.E.A.R. moments will be set aside at different times of the 
school day in classrooms where students Drop Everything And Read.  We will end the two weeks with a 
day of celebration. October 30th is the celebration day.  You will find more information in the packet; 
please take time to look at it and get your kids excited about raising money.  Right now we are looking at 
sponsorships, any sponsorship donation can be attributed to the student.   
 
Melissa: Thank you to Emily Stein, Kimberly Bowman, and Stephanie Bynum 
forestparkptapresident@yahoo.com if you would like to sign up and help volunteer to help.  
 
Laura Beth Vogel - Spirit Shop: We have tons of orders, we started off a little slow so we did preorders.  
Have had over 200 orders with the preorder.  For virtual students, there is a virtual bin that will be 
available for pickup outside of the school.  In the next few weeks we will have new garden t-shirts.  On 
partial orders, Yellow Lamb orders are expected to be delivered the first week of November.  Inventory 
that is still in the garage have been discounted, including adult sizes.  
 
Monica Mullins - Yearbook: It is a unique year where we do need a lot of help with pictures. Remember 
to check the newsletter every week on needs for pictures.  The early bird discount has passed for 
Yearbook sales, but there is still plenty of time to order.  The early bird discount for ads ends on 
November 13th.  You can still buy ads after this date but will be full price.   
 
Melissa (on behalf of Courtney Black) - Communication: Make sure that you check the e-blasts for all 
information during the school week. The directory will be sent out Wednesday this week via PDF file.  
For safety and privacy, the directory will only be available through email, it will not be posted on the 
website.   
 
Kristen Taylor - Garden: Friday we had 800 seeds of radishes have been planted in the garden for the 
students. There was also an official voting booth to name the new chickens.  The names of the new 
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chickens are Miss Cinnamon, Alberta Einstein, and Miss Sunshine. We should hopefully have some new 
chicks hatching in the next few days.  October is Farm to School month, so lots going on in the garden 
this month.  Teachers will get snacks delivered to their classes from the garden.  We reached 300 
followers on Instagram.  We did get the second set of benches, allowing for 3 separate outdoor 
classrooms.  Growing My Plate will be handed out October 17 at the Saturday Farmer’s Market. This 
month’s feature will be veggie quesadillas, and knife safety/food etiquette.  If you have purchased things 
from the garden and have jars, please bring the jars back to reuse.  There is a bin inside the garden gate to 
drop off, they are sanitized and available to reuse.  Virtual Cooking Class is starting this month for 4th 
and 5th grade students. The cost is $40 for the month. Classes begin October 12th. There are scholarships 
available, please contact Kristen for more information at forestparkroots@gmail.com 
 
Holly-Beth Willis - Hospitality:  Thank you to the volunteers that we have had.  Big thank you Megan 
Irwin and Sarah Dodson for heading up the “Happy Cart”.  The Happy Cart provides teachers with snacks 
and treats wheeled around on a cart to each classroom by Student Council members. The goal is to do this 
once a week.  We are looking for more donations, anyone who is willing to donate more items so that we 
can do it as often as possible.  We are also doing monthly “happys” for the faculty and staff.  If anyone 
wants to help contribute to that we need donations and volunteers.  Thank you to Ruthie Loveless, Kami 
Coleman, and Michelle Cherry are doing the snacks for October.   
 
Melissa Morgan - Upcoming Events:  Thank you to LeighAnne Raper, room mom coordinator.  
Remember to read the e-blast every Monday for upcoming events. If there is anything special going on, 
your room mom will email you on Tuesday to send out reminders to the class.  Pre-K and K families, we 
are working on something similar for the Pumpkin Patch on campus.  Pre-K will have a modified version 
of the Barn Dance.  Be on the lookout for more information.  Be sure to get in touch with Brooke Hicks 
for the virtual days this week.  As far as the calendar is concerned, we do not have any days off until 
Thanksgiving Break.  We have a virtual day on October 29th.  Flu Clinic will be held Tuesday October 
13th.   
 
If anyone has any questions please email Melissa at forestparkptapresident@yahoo.com.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourn at 9:22 a.m. 
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