
Forest Park PTA Meeting Minutes 
October 2, 2017 
 
Angie Johnson called the meeting to order at 8 a.m. and welcomed everyone. She mentioned 
that September and October are especially busy months at Forest Park and that it won't be this 
way throughout the year. She thanked everyone for all the support and for attending the 
meeting.  
 
Angie introduced our guest speaker: Mr. Darryl Powell, Principal of Pulaski Heights Middle 
School. 
 
Mr. Powell took a moment to acknowledge the Las Vegas tragedy that happened the night 
before. 
 
Mr. Powell discussed the recruitment efforts at his school. He wants all parents to feel welcome, 
to know they can voice their opinions and to feel included. He said that PHMS is only 1 of 4 
secondary schools in LR that are "achieving." The teachers are very dedicated. They take school 
safety very seriously. They have a zero tolerance in this area. They make allowances that these 
are children and they make mistakes, but teach accountability. They have developed a gifted 
and talented program. He invited everyone to tour the school and attend open house and 
recruitment night. 
 
There were three former Forest Park students who now attend PHMS who spoke about how 
much they love the school: Cole McCallum, Millie Ketcher and Allison Fisken. They spoke about 
meeting new kids, their great teachers, their Arkansas history class and how they like switching 
classes. 
 
Mr. Powell opened it up to questions. There was a question about when FP students could 
shadow a PHMS student. He said that would be October 17th-19th. They will be linked with a 
student and follow them for half a day. Someone else asked what the average number of 
children is per class and he said the average is probably 24: some have less, some have a little 
more.  
 
Principal's Report 
 
Mrs. Ketcher said that Mr. Powell has a wonderful open door policy and that there are great 
opportunities at PHMS. She said she is honored to be there. 
 
Mrs. Ketcher said that the Office of Civil Rights requires that they talk about bullying. They also 
talk about it in staff meetings. They have a powerpoint presentation to share next time. 
 
Mrs. Ketcher talked about academic growth at FP. The teachers form groups based on the need 
of each student in particular subjects. These groups change based on what that individual 
student needs. 
 
Spanish 
 
Angie introduced our Spanish teacher, Mrs. Nitzia David. Mrs. David said she has the students 
address her in the traditional Mexican way, which literally means "Teacher David". Last year, she 
taught a lot through songs and continues that because it sticks with them. This year, she is 
continuing with teaching through songs and reading with books like "If you take a mouse to 
school". The students help her finish sentences with words they know in Spanish. She 
encouraged parents to read with their children at home and see how many words they can 
recognize in Spanish. She also wants parents to ask their children what they learned in Spanish. 



She has introduced puppets to her classes with a puppet theater. She really wants them to love 
the language and the culture.  
 
Flu Clinic 
 
Nurse Kuhn spoke about the upcoming Flu Clinic. She said it will start at 12:30 on Wednesday, 
Oct. 4th. Flu A and Flu B are present in the state. Parents are welcome to come and also get 
shots. This is not mandatory and you can also have it done at your doctor's office. They want to 
create a safe zone where children don't feel scared so will not hold any children down. 
 
Minutes 
 
Monica Mullens moved to approve minutes from the last meeting. Julia Hamra approved. Mary 
Margaret Wippo seconded motion. Minutes were approved. 
 
Budget 
Lesley Roberts said there have been some big ins and outs that everyone could see on the 
handout. However, the handout is really just a snapshot of the overall budget. There were some 
expenses that had been approved last year but not completed by July 1st so they are in this 
fiscal year budget. Income is over $1000 for directory ads, $900 for Stride Pride shirts, over $600 
in Kroger bucks, and $458 for Pass the Plaid. 
 
Expenses were the $10,000 improvement project from the last fiscal year, $1200 in garden 
expenses, $480 for garden educator, $756 for Stride Pride shirts, and $380 for Pumpkins in the 
Park.  
 
The 5th grade trip income reflects just the September numbers, except the Southern Supper, 
which came in August. They have income from the chaperone and student deposits, southern 
supper and spirit shop. They have expenses from southern supper, bus deposit and spirit shop. 
 
Lesley said she always includes the checking account balance and the money market account 
balance on handout. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Walk to School 
Lindsey Coon said this event on Wednesday not only encourages people to walk to school, but 
is about safety and school unity. If you can walk to school please do. There will be coffee, 
donuts, and prizes. Please wear your orange shirts. They have extras if anyone needs to buy 
one. Forest Park has partnered with Le Pops on this day and a portion of the sales from the 
special stride pride pop will go to our school. 
 
Fun Run 
Elizabeth Clark said the fundraising kicks off this week and the actual event is October 19th. 
Instructions are on memo going home in backpacks. The prizes this year are: free dress pass for 
$50, glow stick for $100, and light up hair piece for $150. The top five earners get to slime the 
VP. They will be passing out prizes on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Angie said that rather than 
doing this at lunch, the prizes will be given to teachers to pass out. 
 
ROOTS 
Angie said that the kitchen is finished. There have been farmers markets on Fridays.  
 
 
 



Mixed Bags 
Elizabeth Grotte said that they had $11,500 in sales. Mrs. Glover's class won 4th grade and Mrs. 
Wallace's class won 5th grade. 
 
Welcoming 
Holly-Beth Willis said Open House is October 10th. Letters have been sent to families. Check us 
out Days are Oct. 9-11. They also invited potential new families to Pumpkins in the Park. She 
said to let them know if they need to add anyone and to welcome people during those days 
when you see them. Please also let her know if you know a business where they can put up a 
poster. 
 
Pumpkins in the Park 
 
Monica Mullens said they will need volunteers for this event and that you can sign up for 30 
minute shifts at signup.com. We will be selling pizza by the slice and water and families are 
welcome to picnic as well. Order forms for wristbands and raffle tickets are coming home in 
backpacks this week. You can also order on website. We need candy donations for prize goody 
bags and are asking for allergy free candy this year. We also need Ding Dong donations. There is 
a bin in front of the PTA bulletin board. We also need assistance with setting up and taking down 
and will start setting up right after school that day, October 27th.  
 
Box Tops 
Crystal Amos discussed using the Box Tops App to gather more box tops. They are due 
October 27th but you can turn in at any time. They will have some great prizes this year from 
Dave and Busters, 3rd Realm, and Dunkin Donuts.  
 
Yearbook 
 
Kristin Saffa said she met with Jostens and that the front cover has been confirmed. There is a 
link to buy on the website. You can create your own ads on the Jostens website but please 
check your spelling as that is not something the yearbook staff can change once submitted. You 
can find the link through the Forest Park website. You can also order your yearbook on the 
website. She also reminded everyone to send classroom specific photos to #fprangers. 
 
Spirit Shop 
 
Emily Stein said they have made $12,000, well above what we made all of last year. New items 
are coming. The $12,000 does not include the recent fall order. 
 
In closing, Angie had some "housekeeping" to mention. 
 
She said that spirit shop has really been taken to the next level. They will hold a vote in the future 
about how to use the income. 
 
AR is about to finish up. There will be rewards for the kids. 
 
Directories are out and PDF versions have been sent to parents. 
 
Angie said she sent out a parking e-blast that was not easy to write. If anyone sees someone 
breaking the parking and carpool rules, please politely let them know. 
 
Please make sure you have permission from parents before posting photos of children on social 
media. 
 



There will be lots of ways coming up for people to volunteer. Parents can find information on our 
new website. 
 
Our November meeting is usually recapping our busy October month and how the events went. 
There is discussion that we may try to have an evening meeting.  
 
Vice Principal's Report 
 
Mrs. Pena de Martinez spoke about Forest Park's anti-bullying efforts. She mentioned that 
bullying is really not an issue at Forest Park but due to an investigation by the Office of Civil 
Rights five or six years ago at another school, she has to submit that we discussed this at our 
school. Students will not be harassed for any reason and in any manner whether it be physical, 
mental, or through cyber means. All children must feel physically and emotionally safe. They do 
have a reporting form if anyone feels it is happening, but please come talk to her first. The new 
reporting form requires that parents are updated along the way once they report an incident.  
 
Angie concluded the meeting. 
 


