
Forest Park PTA Meeting Minutes 

December 4, 2017 

Welcome 

Angie Johnson welcomed everyone to the meeting at 8 AM. She said we have had a 
very busy fall and have some new things to talk about for 2018. She has been 
enjoying being PTA President and is very pleased with how our year is going. She 
said how helpful it has been to have a Vice Principal at Forest Park this year and that 
the meeting with her and Mrs. Ketcher last week went well. They discussed 
improvements that the PTA might take part in. 

Monica Mullens asked for a motion to approve the November minutes. Kristen Saffa 
approved. Katherine Butler seconded. Angie said that the November meeting was an 
evening meeting so that some parents could attend who can’t come in the morning.  

Budget 

Lesley Roberts said this month there wasn’t a lot of money coming in and out to the 
school. We will be getting our check from the Get Movin’ Crew this week. Our 
income this month is from Pass the Plaid, Fun Run and Pumpkins in the Park. There 
are some expenses from Spanish teacher, garden and garden educator, AR, and 
Pumpkins in the Park. The 5th grade trip is in good shape financially. 

Principal’s Report 

Mrs. Ketcher welcomed everyone. She said she sent home an article that was 
published in the Arkansas Democrat that Forest Park placed 2nd in the state overall, 
and in math, ELA and science. FP also ranked #1 in Central Arkansas overall, and in 
math, ELA, and science. She also talked about the importance of social and 
emotional development. Tests are happening this week. These help them with 
strategy. She emphasized that common core is a set of standards not a curriculum. 
We want to elevate our kids to what people are doing nationally. Innovation and 
technology are the new math and children understand things at a younger age. 
There is an assessment to determine next steps three times a year but this is 
monitored every week.  

Committee Reports 

Angie did the committee reports. She said that they decided to postpone the Fun 
Run party until the weather is warmer.  

Forest Park was awarded the Recycle Grant and as a result, our outdoor classroom 
will be growing. Page Shurgar and Julie Fiser helped with this. We will be expanding 
our program and doing more cafeteria recycling. 



The Book Fair, which is usually in December, will be moved to February.  

 

The music program on Thursday, December 11th will be the 4th grade classes. 

Clean up day was a success with a ledge being put around Mrs. Langley’s fence. 
Students can now work outside around the fence. We will be putting gravel around 
the trees and maybe benches next.  

The Bright Ideas Grant is run by the PTA and it’s a grant program for teachers. An 
entire grade applies together. Last year, it put books into our classrooms. We will 
redefine this year with more professional development. 

New Business 

Amy O’Connor said that Party for the Park will be February 23rd at Cotham’s with a 
Mardi Gras theme. There will be a sign up for parties to attend. They are looking for 
sponsors between $250-$2500. They also need wine and alcohol donations. 

Angie said that school enrollment, including preK, is December 4th-15th. If your child 
is already in the school, you don’t have to do anything. 

Kerry Guice said that the Little Rockers will run March 3rd. Only final mile will be run 
at the marathon. The other miles will be done beforehand and this year Coach Smith 
will be involved. The registration fee is $20 until 12/28, then it goes up to $25 until 
2/20, which is the last day to register. Parents can run too for an additional $10. You 
can register online at www.littlerockmarathon.com 

Natalie Capps said that the garden is going well and running itself. Mrs. Vena is 
having a baby and will be out in the spring so they need volunteers to teach her 
class. They need eight people to do one morning for 3 months. 8:30 to noon. There 
will be a preplanned class plan with a binder or you can plan your own class lesson. 

Jennifer Milwee said that we need chicken volunteers. There are open slots for a two 
week shift. You just let them out and give them water, food, etc. You get to keep their 
fresh eggs. 

Julia Crow said that the staff holiday luncheon will be catered by Scallions but they 
are asking 5 or 6 people to make nut free desserts. They also need a gallon of sweet 
tea, unsweet tea, lemonade, and a bag of Sonic ice. It will be December 12th at 
Elizabeth Clark’s house. They also need drivers to drive the teachers to her house 
and back. Each teacher will get to choose their gift card this year from four choices. 
They also need volunteers from each class to cover lunch and recess. 

Angie said Outreach families are all spoken for. PTA asked families to adopt children 
in need and a list was distributed at our November meeting. You can still get on the 



backup list for things that might come up. For those who adopted a family, please 
bring your bags to Mrs. Gray’s office by December 8th. 

 

Girl Scouts need food items for food banks. There is a list of their needs and 
donation box outside the office.  

Julie Fiser did the Christmas decorations. You can do a craft in your class to go on 
the tree.  

Angie concluded the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


